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Animal Fighting Statutes
(ARS)

Animal Fighting Statutes
(ARS)

ARS 13-2901.01 – Animal Fighting
ARS 13-2910.02 – Presence at an animal fight; 
ARS 13-1004 – Facilitation; classification
ARS 13-1802 – Theft; classification
ARS 32-2239 – Duty of veterinarian to report suspected  

participant of animal fighting or animal abuse; immunity



7/31/2014

16

ARS 13-2910.01
Animal fighting; classification

ARS 13-2910.01
Animal fighting; classification

A.) A person commits animal fighting by knowingly:
1. Owning, possessing, keeping or training any animal
knowing or having reason to know that the animal will engage 
in an exhibition of fighting with another animal.
2. For amusement or gain, causing any animal to fight with 

another animal, or causing any animal to injure each other.
3. Permitting any act in violation of paragraph 1 or 2 to be 

done on any premises under his charge or control.
B.) Animal fighting is a class 5 felony. 

ARS 13-2910.02
Presence at an animal fight

ARS 13-2910.02
Presence at an animal fight

Any person who is knowingly present at any place or building 
where preparations are being made for an exhibition of the 
fighting of animals, or is present at such exhibition, is guilty of a 
class 6 felony.
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EVIDENCE

A.R.S. § 13‐1403

a.r.s. § 13‐3501, 13‐3502, 13‐3551
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Caring for the victim
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defenses

PLEA NEGOTIATIONS
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TRIAL CONSIDERATIONS
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jury selection

• QUESTIONS RE: ANIMAL OWNERSHIP AND CARE:

• HOW MANY; WHAT KINDS; WHERE THE DOES THE PET SPEND 
MOST OF ITS TIME; GIVEN A PET AWAY; TAKE IT FOR WALKS OR 
TO THE DOG PARK; BREEDER; RESCUE; BUY THEM CHRISTMAS 
PRESENTS? 

• EVER CALLED/INTERACTED WITH ANIMAL CARE & CONTROL

• WHOSE YOUR VETERINARIAN?  IS THE ANIMAL’S CARE UP TO 
THE KIDS?

• NO SHRINKS OR SOCIAL WORKERS?

• HUNTERS AND LIVESTOCK OPERATORS
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http://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp‐
content/uploads/2014/06/LinkLetter‐2014‐
June.pdf

SENTENCING CONSIDERATIONS
• A.R.S. § 13‐1411 provides:  Court may order a psych assessment and 
counseling at deft’s expense; reimbursement to a political subdivision –
A.R.S.§ 11‐1022 – for reasonable costs incurred for care/maintenance for an 
animal taken to a shelter

• Restitution for others?

• Jail, prison or probation

• Prohibition on animal ownership/custody/care = inspections

• Court can designate as a misdemeanor 

• Community service?

• Psych evals

• Victim impact statements 

• Presentation of “link” evidence as aggravation


